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The FWCP Partnership 
 

We are a partnership between BC Hydro, the Province of B.C., 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, First Nations and Public 
Stakeholders, to conserve and enhance fish and wildlife in 
watersheds  impacted by BC Hydro dams. 
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Our Vision 

Thriving fish and wildlife populations in 
watersheds that are functioning and sustainable. 
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Northern Spotted Owl Captive Breeding Program 



Our Coastal Region 
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Our Watershed Action Plans Matter 
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• Define “footprint” impacts of 
BC Hydro dams 

• Identify fish & wildlife 
priorities 

• Recommend projects to  

    address priorities 

• Define the open and directed 
projects we fund 
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Annual Grant Application Timeline 
 

• Grant Application Intake 
• Online grant 

application 
• Intake opens in August, 

closes on  October 25, 
2019 

• 3 Stage Review 
• Notification letters 

provided February 21, 
2020 

• 2020-2021 projects start 
April 01, 2020 

 
 
 

Airport Lagoon Restoration 2016/2017 
Comox Valley Project Watershed Society 
$106K 



Projects and Grants 
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• Community Engagement 
Grants are under $1000 and 
open all year long 
 

• Seed grants, up to $5000, 
provide funding to support 
the resources required to 
write a grant application for a 
large project 
 

• Small projects are less than 
$20K (total project cost)  
 

• Large projects total project 
cost is more than $20K 

Summer Chinook and Chum incubation Lower 
Puntledge River Hatchery 



Salmon Spawning Habitat Strategy  

• A strategy was drafted in 2018-2019 

 

• FWCP Coastal Board approved $15K for the assessment of the quantity 
and location of spawning habitat in 2019-2020 

 

• To support urgent restoration requirements outside of FWCP’s application 
window, the FWCP Coastal Board invited representatives of the gravel 
committee to submit a Terms of Reference to on the committee’s 
governance and decision making process  
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Large storm events (i.e. 2014 & 2016) moved gravel and reduced 
Chinook spawning habitat in the Campbell River 



Campbell River Salmon Spawning Habitat – 2019 Project  

• Restoration of 1,500 m2 of spawning habitat 
 

• Providing habitat for 150 Chinook spawning pairs.  
 

• The design feature are intended to prevent the washing away of 
spawning gravel during high flow events.  
 

• Restoration of this spawning habitat will also benefit Coho, Chum, and 
Steelhead populations.  
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Campbell River spawning gravel placement at site 7-V 
FWCP funding of $188,669 to Campbell River Salmon Foundation 

Site 7 prior to 2016 high flows 



Campbell River Salmon Spawning Habitat – 2019 Project  

• This is the fourth year of gravel additions using the 2017 bulk gravel 
delivery system in Elk Falls Provincial Park.  
 

• Approximately 250 m3 of gravel will be added  
 

• This gravel will provide valuable spawning habitat  
 

• The cost-per-unit of gravel is about 30 per cent of the previous helicopter-
based delivery method.  
 

• The infrastructure investment by FWCP and others provides an effective 
tool to help improve salmon spawning habitat in the watershed. 
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Elk Falls Canyon spawning gravel bulk delivery 
FWCP funding of $63,683 to British Columbia Conservation 
Foundation 



Elk Falls Gravel Placement 
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Habitat Restoration – 2019 Project 

• The Quinsam River Fish and Fish Habitat 
Restoration Plan, funded by FWCP in 2017-
2018, identified five restoration projects for 
Cold Creek, an important tributary of the 
Quinsam River.  

 

• In 2019, A-Tlegay Fisheries Society will 
complete riparian restoration work that will 
benefit Pacific Salmon and other fish 
species.  
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Cold Creek habitat enhancement:  
FWCP funding of $55,078 to A-Tlegay Fisheries Society 

Photo credit: Shannon Anderson, DFO 



Habitat Restoration – 2019 Project 

• This project will use applied restoration techniques for estuaries, 
alongside the Wei Wai Kum First Nation and partners, which will restore 
vital estuary sedge marsh habitat by modifying traditional fish weir 
techniques.  

 

• This project builds on recent restoration efforts in the Campbell River 
estuary and will use 100 per cent organic materials to create wooden 
exclosures to protect channel edge habitat, and stop Canada Goose 
herbivory. This project will benefit salmonids.  
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Eco-cultural restoration of the estuary : 
FWCP funding of $45,173 to Guardians of Mid Island Estuaries 
Society 



Habitat Restoration – 2019 Project 

• This project aims to restore ecological function and integrity in the 
Campbell River Estuary by managing invasive species, including Yellow Flag 
Iris, Purple Loosestrife, and Japanese Knotweed.  

 

• In addition to improving ecosystem functioning, the species that will most 
directly benefit are native wetland plant species, including the B.C. Blue-
listed Henderson's Checker-mallow and Vancouver Island Beggarticks, a 
SARA Species of Special Concern. 
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Restoring ecological function in the Campbell River Estuary 
FWCP funding of $23,723 to Discovery Coast Greenways Land 
Trust 



Habitat Restoration – 2019 Project 

• This project will protect and improve 
habitat for birds, amphibians, large 
mammals, and salmon in the Salmon River 
Estuary Conservation Area.  

• A portion of this conservation property was 
purchased in 2015 with FWCP support. 

• Year two of habitat restoration includes 
restoring degraded habitat by thinning 
dense alder forest, managing invasive plant 
species, re-establishing riparian forests, and 
enhancing wetland habitat.  Past ecosystem 
restoration projects will be monitored and 
maintained.  
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Conserving wildlife habitat:  
FWCP funding of $35,000 to The Nature Trust of British 
Columbia 



Thanks! 

Questions? 
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